[Sarcoma of the spermatic cord. Report of 2 cases. Review of the literature].
Illustrated by a case of rapidly fatal rhabdomyosarcoma in a child and a leiomyosarcoma in an adult, the authors differentiate the various histological types of sarcomas affecting the spermatic cord. Based on a review of the literature, they stress the great variety and various clinical courses related to the histological type. The predominant role of the histologist is stressed. The most widely used classifications are reviewed, leading to treatments in which primary surgery should be as complete as possible and combined with lymph node dissection or radiotherapy and chemotherapy. At the present time, the use of chemotherapy appears to be the decisive step in the improvement of the survival rates. The lymphophilic nature of rhabdomyosarcomas, which are embryonal in 95% of cases in children, can be schematically contrasted with the haematogenous nature of other sarcomas. The current approach to sarcomas of the spermatic cord, a minor site in comparison with the frequency of other soft tissue sarcomas, consists of an aggressive multidisciplinary treatment.